BooU Feud Flares Attain 

Jackie a Marie Antoinette, 


From Our Wire Services 
NEW YORE, Jan. 23. — Bitter recrimina- 
tions between author William Manchester 
and the Kennedy family and their support- 
ers ended 'the truce over' ' ■ 

“The Death of a President” 

Monday and saw Mrs. John 
F. Kennedy likened to Maoj 
Tse-tung and Marie Antoin- 
ette. 

At the same time a Kennedy 
family spokesman retorted that 
the book was so unfair to a 
number of persons — including! 

President Johnson — that by 
agreement between the Kenne- 
dy^ and the publishers almost a 
third of the original manuscript 
was altered. 


‘MAN OF VIOLENCE' 

As an example, the spokesman] 
said, the entire original first 
chapter of the book was thrown 
out because it pictured Mr 
Johnson as “a man of violence.’ 1 
Manchester’s views on the 
controversy came in a series ofl 
interviews with the New York 
Times at his home in Middle- 
town, and Conn., and with News-| 
week Magazine and the New 
York Post, prior to his leaving 
on vacation. The times and Post! 
interviews were published ir ' 
Monday’s editions. The News- 
week interview will appear in 
current issue. 

‘INCREDIBLE CHARM’ 
Manchester admitted that he 
was overwhelmed by the former 
First Lady’s “incredible” charm 
when he met with her in 1964 
to obtain material for the book. 
But he found her attitude toward 
the finished manuscript unfath- 
omable. 

“Mao Tse-tung and Jackie are 
the two most inscrutable people 
I know,” he said in the Times 


Of Special 
Interest 
Today 

As Congress goes back 
to work, there is a grow- 
ing demand for a re-ex- 
amination of the great 
complex of welfare meas- 
ures and for reform to 
reduce the Federal role 
in welfare programs. 
Walter Lippmann an- 
alyzes the outlook in his p 
column on the Feature! 
Page, 41 
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interview, referring to the chair- 
man of the Communist Party ini 
China. Switching to France of 
the 18th century he said: “It' 
was like she was Marie Antoin-I 
ette, completely isolated fromj 
the world around her by her' 
courtier advisers.” 

SURE OF POPULARITY 
He said the former First Lady 
took the attitude that anyone 
who opposed her would be un- 
popular with the public; She! 
brought suit last Dec. 16 to halt! 
publication of the book by Harp-' 
er & Row and serialization by 


I Continued on Page 40, Column 1 
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Newsweek, the New York Times, 
the New York World Journal 
Tribune and the New York Post. 

He .said the former First Lady 
took the attitude that anyone 
who opposed her would be un- 
popular with the public. She 
brought suit last Dec. 16 to halt 
publication of the. book by Harp- 


er & Row and serialization by 
Look magazine with this in 
mind, he said. 

“Unless 1 run off With Eddie 
Fisher, the people will think 
that anyone who is in a fight 
with me is a rat,” he quoted, 
her as saying. ■ . j 

In the controversy over the 


first chapter the Kennedy source 
said : 

“The whole first chapter was 
a deer hunting scene in Texas. 
It showed Johnson as a man of 
violence who loved to kill deer 
and would force others to do 
the same. 

“It seemed to set symbolic 
overtones which were unjust and 
inaccurate. It seemed an at- 
tempt to make this (the chap- 
ter) the symbolic framework for 
the whole book, which was un- 
just and disastrous, 
j “It had nothing to do with the 
I assassination since it occurred 
j three years before the assassi- 
nation, right after the election 
jof President Kennedy. It pic- 
tured President Kennedy as a 
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I man reluctant to do this (keebcisco, Goodwin said Manches- 
deer), a much more gentle fig- ter’ s account “bears no relation- 
ure.” [ship” to what really happened. 


rights for $665,000. He said Mrs. 
Kennedy was “concerned over 
the sum of money and what she 


President Kennedy and John-) 
son went hunting on the LBJ 
ranch on Nov. 17, 1960, the pe- 
riod after the election and prior 
to the inauguration. It was Ken- 
nedy’s first deer hunt and he 
shot two bucks. The two men 
had met at the LBJ ranch for a 
post election discussion of vri- 
ous . problems facing their ad- 
ministration! 

Manchester’s latest version of 
the “battle of the book” was 
challenged by former presiden- 
tial aide Richard Goodwin, who 
represented Mrs. Kennedy in 
reading and making revisions of 
the manuscript. In San Fran- 


“The book is, in part, taste- 
less and gratuitously insulting] 
to President Johnson and. fori 
that matter, to the memory of 
the late President,” Goodwin 
said. “In an effort to make the] 
book both accurate and fair 
the publishers and representa-j 
tives of the Kennedy family r< 
commended many changes. As 
result almost one-third of the| 
[book was modified.” 

According to Manchester only| 
3600 words were cut— about one 
percent of the text. He said the 
Kennedys appeared to go along | 
with the whole project until Look | 
magazine bought serialization 


[felt was commercialization.” 

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy greet- 
ed the news of the Look deal 
[with “Gee, that’s great— that’s 

record isn’t it?” But soon his 
attitude changed, too, and he 
“was irrational and concerned 
with the money now,” Manches- 
ter said. The author said he ex- 
pects to. net $500,000, after taxes, 
on the book. 

Sen. Kennedy, in a terse state- 
ment, said “it all finally comes 
down to the fact that Mr. Man- 
chester gave. his word and then 
broke it. No statement or inter- 
view or description of events, 


i however dramatic, can alter 
•that plain fact.” 

Manchester charged that al- 
though Mrs. Kennedy “didn’t 
hire me” and did not sign the 
memorandum agreement he 
had with Senator Kennedy, he 
got the distinct feeling that he 
was considered a “paid his- 
torian.” He accused Goodwin of 
“emasculating” the proofs of 
the Look serialization of ma- 
terial of Senator Kennedy and 
President Johnson— “largely for 
political reasons.” 

“I learned what it was to live 
in a monarchy,” the author 
said. “1 found myself pitted 
against a dozen people who had 
been good friends. I learned 
something about the political 


animal— people who are betting 
their futures on another Ken- 
nedy administration and who 
are willing to do anything.” 
Manchester said one of these 
persons reminded him that he 
was “destroying any chance 
you might have to become a 
special assistant to the (future) 
president’’ by opposing the Ken- 
nedys’ demands for radical cuts 
in the book. He observed that 
the Kennedys are probably “a 
part of my past, not my future.” 


LOOKING lor a job? There are far 
more job opportunities listed on The 
Inquirer’s Classified Pages than in any 
other Philadelphia newspaper. 



